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In many ways, the coronavirus, which erupted in 2020, was a turning point for conservation.  Would this new 
virus have emerged if humans had not pushed nature to its limits?  It is hard to know exactly what caused it, 
but we saw that human encroachment into wildlands is causing plants and animals to become fragmented 
from their native habitat.  When that happens, they can become isolated in smaller and smaller areas, causing 
inbreeding, disease and eventually extinction.  Scientists say we must protect at least 30% of the earth’s land 
and water by 2030 to avert catastrophic biodiversity loss and climate disruptions.  The threat is big and immi-
nent, and in this issue of Earthlines we want to show you how the Santa Fe Conservation Trust is a part of the 
solution.

Locally, we are experiencing hotter and drier weather that seems to be more of a norm than an exception.  
Climate change now poses one of the principal threats to the biological diversity of the planet and is projected 
to become an increasingly important driver of change in the coming decades.  Plants and animals are less able 
to adapt thanks to the very rapid pace of change: over the next century, the rise in average global temperatures 
will be faster than anything experienced by the planet for at least 10,000 years.  Many species will simply be 
unable to adapt quickly enough to the new conditions, or to move to regions more suited to their survival.   

But rather than despair, now is the time to act!  It is time to stand up for nature and do all we can locally to 
protect the biodiversity of our area.  In terms of conservation, we believe this means embracing a more holistic, 
integrated and dynamic approach that looks at entire ecosystems in our area to promote habitat connectivity.   
In this issue, you’ll learn more about landscape scale conservation and how SFCT is working to implement it.  
We are also announcing some big conservation wins in the Galisteo Basin Watershed that will improve climate 
resilience and recreational opportunities while helping to protect an important wildlife corridor between the San-
dia Mountains and the Sangre de Cristos. 

The board and staff of SFCT believe that achieving our goal of landscape scale connectivity to protect biodiver-
sity is key to achieving the 30 x 30 goal in northern New Mexico.  To be successful, we must open the doors of 
conservation to more people who might not be able to afford the transaction costs of conservation easements 
or a loss in equity from donating their development rights to us.  Your generous support will help us to increase 
the pace and scale of private land conservation, make our services more equitable and inclusive and give 
more people the opportunity to be part of the solution to protect the places they love.

2020 was a tough year on so many levels, and yet we also experienced it as 
a collective deepening of our commitment to conservation, and to working 
with as wide a diversity of people as we can to ignite their passion for nature 
through our community programs.  In this issue, you’ll see how dark times 
have brought out the best in our organization.  If you like what you see in this 
issue, please make a donation to help us move our work forward.  Never has 
your generosity been as important as it is during these challenging times!

Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Noss 
Executive Director

From the Executive Director
Photo by Tony Bonanno.
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SFCT Works to Protect Ecosystems to Serve You Better
Since our founding in 1993, the Santa Fe Conserva-
tion Trust has been working throughout northern New 
Mexico to protect the landscapes we all love.  SFCT 
now has over 43,000 acres protected stretching from 
the Los Pinos River valley by the Colorado border, 
through the wide open expanses of Georgia O’Keeffe 
country by Ghost Ranch, along the highly visible 
foothills from Santa Fe to Pecos, through the archae-
ologically rich landscapes of the Galisteo Basin, to 
the historic ruts of the Santa Fe Trail winding through 
large ranches near Las Vegas.  

We are proud of what we have accomplished with the 
landowners who have partnered with us over the past 
28 years.  Conservation, however, is not as simple 
as it was 28 years ago when SFCT first started.  
Big problems, like habitat degradation and climate 
change, are showing us that our site specific, parcel 
by parcel approach may not be enough to sustain the 
biodiversity, ecological function and climate resilience 
of a whole landscape.  The boundaries that we tra-
ditionally work with are manmade.  Where there was 
once whole, natural features of a landscape, now 
there are fragmented pieces divided by roads, dams, 
fences and development.  We are realizing that work-
ing to protect larger, landscape-scale areas offers us 

an opportunity to make an impact going forward on a 
more systemic level.  We want to continue individual 
acts of conservation but also expand our business 
model with an eye toward connectivity to protect 
ecosystems.  

It helps to look at healthy landscapes as an inte-
grated whole where nature, community and culture 
are intertwined.  The landscapes that we call home 
are also home to the plants and animals we depend 
on to survive.  Landscapes foster economic develop-
ment through farming, tourism, ranching, timbering, 
etc.  They give us recreational opportunities, scenic 
beauty, access to nature and respite from the stress 
of our daily lives.   Landscapes also contain the sto-
ries of place about who we are and where we come 
from.  With so many interconnected parts impacting 
an entire landscape—and benefiting everyone and 
everything associated with it—large-scale, systems-
focused conservation makes us realize that we need 
to consciously work more collectively and collabora-
tively if we are to protect larger, whole landscapes 
that are vital to sustaining us and future generations.

Pronghorn antelope.  Photo by Kirt Kempter.
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Nine Years Left to Get to the 30 x 30 Vision
The US is one of 50 countries that has signed on to 
the 30 x 30 Initiative, an international effort to pro-
tect 30 percent of the Earth’s wild areas.  Scientists 
say that protecting 30% of the planet’s land and 
water is the minimum needed to prevent the worst 
consequences of climate change, including wide-
spread loss of species.  To date, 12% of US land is 
protected.  Meanwhile, the US is seeing an alarming 
decline in wildlife populations; currently in the US, 
about 12,000 wildlife species are in need of protec-
tion to avoid the threat of extinction.  Especially in the 
west, we are experiencing the peril of climate change 
from heat, droughts and wildfires.  We may never be 
able to go back to a climate we all remember from 
our youth.  But if we act now, we can at least stop 
this scary cycle from getting worse for ourselves and 
future generations.  It is going to take all of us, land 
trusts, private landowners, Indigenous communities, 
farmers, ranchers, local, State and Federal gov-
ernments working together to reach the goal.  The 
more connectivity we can create the better, because 
habitat fragmentation is thought to be the number 
one threat to biodiversity.  Six out of every 10 acres in 
the US are in private hands, and when you get east 
of the Mississippi, it goes up to nine out of 10 acres.  
So reaching the goal of conserving 30% of land in the 
US by 2030 can’t happen without private landowners 
keeping their lands as healthy as they can and work-
ing to protect them permanently with land trusts.

Healthy, Connected Land Provides You with 
Climate Resilience and Many Other Benefits
The National Academy of Sciences recently pub-
lished research from around the planet showing how 
improved stewardship of larger landscapes can miti-
gate 11.3 billion tons of carbon dioxide pollution per 
year.  That amounts to 37% of the mitigation needed 
between now and 2030 to keep global temperature 
rise below 2 degrees Celsius. Conservation provides 
natural solutions for climate change.  Preserved open 
space improves air quality because trees and plants 
give us oxygen to breathe and clean the air of pol-
lutants.  The vegetation serves as a “carbon sink,” 
pulling CO2 from the atmosphere through photosyn-
thesis.  Water quality is improved because vegetation 
slows runoff and reduces erosion so our precious 
rainwater can sink into the ground and replenish our 
aquifers.  By slowing runoff, streams and streambeds 
are protected, and the amount of pollutants enter-
ing receiving waters is reduced.  Wildlife and plants 
depend on undisturbed open space for their food, 
shelter and reproduction.  Larger, conserved areas 

also allow for more public recreation while boosting 
biodiversity and ecological health.  So moving toward 
larger, connected conserved areas just makes sense.

SFCT is Embracing a More Landscape-Scale 
Conservation Model
It will take time to build the collective of people and 
organizations manifesting connected, conserved 
areas for maximum impact.  But to start, SFCT 
protects almost 100 conservation easements in three 
northern New Mexico counties that we can work on 
connecting to improve migration corridors, strengthen 
wildlife habitat and provide natural climate solutions 
discussed above.  To begin creating that connectivity, 
we have studied where our conservation easements 
are clustered and have identified three focal areas:

Tesuque/Santa Fe 
Pecos 

Galisteo Basin Watershed

To guide us on where we should put our energies in 
these three focal areas, in 2020 we worked with Nick 
Viau and Deb Grieco at Allpoints GIS and Breece 
Robertson at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy to 
create a science-based prioritization tool.  It maps an 
incredible array of data showing working lands, water 
rights, wildlife habitat, streams and tributaries, cul-
tural sites, areas of high recreational value, etc.  This 
GIS mapping tool will help us identify properties with 
high conservation values in areas where we want to 
boost connectivity to ensure the best use of our finite 
resources.  And finally, we have hired Ariel Patashnik, 
a land conservation specialist, to work with our Land 
Program Manager, Melissa Houser, to help imple-
ment this vision.  Learn more about Ariel on page 6.

So, as you can see, SFCT is geared up and already 
in the midst of creating the kind of connectivity that 
will impact the 30 x 30 imperative locally.  On the fol-
lowing pages, learn more about the momentum we’ve 
already created in the Galisteo Basin Watershed.
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Of the over 43,000 acres we protect in a three-county 
region in northern New Mexico, none is perhaps 
more threatened that the Galisteo Basin Watershed, 
where SFCT has more than 15,000 acres protected.  
It is one of the larger stretches of privately owned 
lands in the Western Wildway Network, a 6,000-mile 
landscape stretching from Alaska, down the Rockies 
through the Canadian and US Rocky Mountains, to 
the Sierra Madre Occidental in Mexico.  

The Galisteo Basin Watershed provides critical con-
nectivity along the Wildway and covers 730 square 
miles just south of Santa Fe.  It serves as a wildlife 
corridor between the Sandia Mountains, the Ortiz 
and Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  Plants and animals 
alike rely on the water resources of Galisteo Creek 
and its tributaries and wetlands.  Here there is grow-
ing development pressure, which is cutting off migra-
tion corridors, diverting precious water resources 
and threatening the biodiversity of the area. Because 
most of the land here is privately owned, SFCT can 

make a significant contribution by working with pri-
vate landowners, from all walks of life, to protect the 
biodiversity found here. 

This landscape is also rich in archaeological sites 
that date back far back as 5,000 BC. The Galisteo 
Basin was one of the primary population centers of 
the northern villages of Tewa-speaking people known 
as the Tano.  The Tano people played a central role 
in the events of the early colonial period and were 
prime movers in the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, occupy-
ing Santa Fe after the initial Spanish defeat.  The 
reconquest era was disastrous for the Tano, accord-
ing to archaeologist James Snead, and by the early 
18th century, they had abandoned their communities 
in the Galisteo in favor of other local pueblos or the 
newly-established village of Hano at Hopi.  The story 
of this place, who lived here, their migration and its 
ramifications must be told and the archaeological 
sites protected for future generations.  

Landscape Conservation in the Galisteo Basin Watershed

View of the Galisteo Basin. Photo by Billy Johnson.
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SFCT's Conservation Homestead
Within this threatened landscape, SFCT is showcas-
ing the power of conservation in the Galisteo Basin 
at SFCT’s Conservation Homestead.  In March 2020, 
thanks to the support of the Eugene V. and Clare E. 
Thaw Charitable Trust, SFCT was able to purchase 
this  300-acre parcel  in the Galisteo Basin that, had it 
been developed, would have created a housing clus-
ter in an otherwise wide open landscape.  Surround-
ed by almost 6,000 acres of adjoining SFCT conser-
vation easements, the purchase of the Conservation 
Homestead is a huge leap forward in protecting a 
wildlife corridor from the Conservation Homestead to 
the headwaters of the watershed at the top of Apache 
Creek in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  The Thaw 
Charitable Trust wanted to return the land to a more 
natural state, so part of their support helped us 
demolish the ranch buildings, reseed the homestead 
area and revive the grasslands to support habitat for 
wildlife and migratory birds.  Workshops and work-
days on erosion control techniques have already 
occurred to teach trail builders and other landowners 
these restoration techniques to mitigate the effects 
of climate change on a wider level.  Five miles of 
trails are being constructed to allow for public access.  
These trails will connect to a nearby 40-mile trail sys-
tem in the Galisteo Basin Preserve.  As we get farther 
into the project we will build an accessible loop to 
ensure equitable access for everyone.  Outings for 
youth will ignite their passion for nature, creating the 
next generation of conservationists.  SFCT is finish-
ing its management plan for the property and plans 
on having a public opening later this Fall.

Apache Creek Property
Last summer, we were approached by some very 
generous donors concerned about the sale of a 
614-acre property closer to the top of the Galisteo 
Basin Watershed near the headwaters of the Apache 
Creek.  They offered to help SFCT buy it, which we 
did in June 2021,  with plans to put it into a conser-
vation easement to protect this important tributary 
to the Galisteo Creek that creates a healthy wildlife 
corridor, riparian zones and wetlands in an otherwise 
arid landscape.  This acquisition is another huge step 
forward in protecting the Galisteo Basin Watershed. 

These are just two examples of how SFCT is work-
ing on protecting an entire ecosystem, contributing to 
the 30 x 30 goal, strengthening the formation of the 
Western Wildway Network and protecting the biodi-
versity of life that sustains us for maximum impact.

Will you help us continue to protect and connect the 
places we love?  Contributions help put these impor-
tant conservation deals together that benefit you with 
cleaner air and water, healthier ecosystems, pro-
tected cultural resources and recreational opportuni-
ties.  Please use the envelope provided and make a 
donation today!
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Ariel Patashnik
We are pleased to announce that we have hired a new Conservation 
Specialist here at SFCT.  This has been a long time coming, as we 
had to increase our income enough to be able to afford expanding our 
staff, but meanwhile our land work was growing and becoming more 
challenging to handle.  We now work with almost 100 landowners to 
protect over 43,000 acres of land throughout northern New Mexico, 
land that offers public access in some cases, and protects scenic 
views, open space, cultural resources and the biodiversity of life that 
sustains us.  We have a strategic conservation plan to guide our con-
servation work over the next 10 years that we have been putting into 
place, and key to that was hiring a professional to help us connect our 
patchwork of conservation easements into larger, connected areas to 
reduce habitat fragmentation, the number one threat to biodiversity.  
Thanks to all of you who have supported our work over the years, 
we were able to begin the nationwide search to fill the position.  Now 
we are so excited to welcome Ariel Patashnik to our staff as our new 
Conservation Specialist.  

Ariel has spent seven years working for land trust organizations, first with the New Mexico Land Conservancy 
in Santa Fe, then with the Sonoma Land Trust in Santa Rosa, CA.  Most recently, she was Land Acquisition 
Program Manager at the Sonoma Land Trust, which utilized her skills in shepherding the entire conservation 
easement process through from beginning to end.  Ariel grew up in San Diego and attended Yale University 
as an undergrad.  She went on to receive her Master of Environmental Management from the Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies in 2012.  Teamed with Melissa Houser, our land program manager, both 
are going to reach out to a wider variety of landowners to protect the places we all love with the added benefit 
of strengthening our resilience to climate change by creating larger, landscape-scale conservation areas.  

“Private landowners have such an important role to play in stewarding water, wildlife habitat, and all of shared 
natural resources,” says Ariel. “I’m thrilled to be helping SFCT partner with more landowners and fill in the 
missing puzzle pieces in our network of conserved lands in northern New Mexico.”

Along with donors like you and the ongoing commitment of our Board, this was a team effort to expand our 
capacity to protect land.  And it couldn’t have come at a better time, as the national effort to protect 30% of our 
land and water by 2030 gets underway. So thank you for the continuing role you play in helping us make our 
work even more impactful.  We wouldn’t be able to expand in this way and hire such an outstanding person 
without your generous support.

Meet Our Newest Staff Member

Below: one of Ariel's first projects was performing a site visit at the new Apache Creek property (page 5)
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Welcome to Our 2021 New Board Members
Carmela Niño
Since earning her Real Estate Broker License in 2000, Carmela has 
been an active, full-time, full-service real estate professional at Barker 
Realty. True to her Santa Fe roots, she has devoted the last 21 years 
to helping her community grow by empowering clients, family and 
friends through successful real estate transactions. Carmela brings 
diligence, determination, grace and local knowledge to her work, 
which has earned her the respect and trust of her clients and peers.

Born and raised in Santa Fe, Carmela grew up exploring the outdoors 
with her dad valuing her natural surroundings and the rugged beauty 
of the high desert. She attended St. Catherine’s, a local private school 
for Native American children, which exposed her to different cultures 
and traditions. Sleepovers at the Pueblos and Feast Day celebrations 
instilled a deep cultural sensitivity and appreciation.  She brings that 
spirit of hospitality, tradition and tenacity not just to her work, but also 
to SFCT’s Board.  “I feel fortunate to have grown up in such a multi-
cultural environment here in Santa Fe, with wonderful memories of 
the outdoors with my family.  If anything, I hope that my skills, experiences and perspectives will deepen the 
already rich work that is happening at SFCT.”

Ginny Olcott
Ginny Olcott is a native Santa Fean and is recently retired from a 35+ 
year career as a real estate appraiser. As an appraiser, her practice 
included all types of real property, with a focus on large equestrian fa-
cilities, luxury estates, and vacant land, including several conservation 
easement properties, which was how she was introduced to the work 
of the Santa Fe Conservation Trust. She served on the New Mexico 
Real Estate Appraisers Board from 2015 through November 2020.

Ginny graduated from Santa Fe High School, and completed under-
graduate studies at the University of New Mexico with honors. Her 
hobbies include cycling of all types, hiking, skiing, and gardening. She 
is an accomplished knitter and hand-spinner, winning several awards. 
She was a search and rescue volun teer for ten years, and a founding 
member of Atalaya Search and Rescue. She is also a founding mem-
ber of the Santa Fe Fat Tire Society, where her talents with a rake and 
McCleod come in handy for trail building. She is a fierce defender of 
wild lands, wildlife and all critters. Her household includes a rescued 
blind red heeler and his tormenter, the cat.  “I am thrilled to be on the board at SFCT.  I find that my work as an 
appraiser allows me to offer guidance and ideas on SFCT’s land conservation efforts, plus I love the trails, and 
I am happy to do anything I can do to improve and expand them!”

View of the Galisteo Basin and the Ortiz Mountains.  Photo by Tony Bonanno.

Meet the rest of our board at sfct.org/about/board-of-directors.

https://sfct.org/about/board-of-directors/
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Strickly Business
A former river guide and money manager, 

George Strickland is ready to  
set sail with SFCT

By Rose Farley

Down in the Galisteo Basin, a rutty ranch road runs 
south and west from the Cottonwood trailhead and 
leads to the old Thornton homestead. Now that the 
remnants of the barn have been removed, there is 
scant evidence that this open space was once a 
working ranch. To the uninitiated, it might even look 
like the land has already been returned to its original 
splendor. But its transformation is just beginning, 
as evidenced by the long, parallel rows of recently 
upturned dirt that run down the site, gently following 
along the natural contours of the land before disap-
pearing into the distance. Overhead, a May sun has 
broken through a gloomy blanket of clouds.

“This is called keyline plowing,” says George Strick-
land, who fends off the incoming rays with a pair 
of Smith sunglasses and a ball cap that advertises 
the Great Barrier Reef. A pink scarf decorated with 
salmon is wrapped around his neck, warding off the 
morning's chill and hinting at of one of his many fa-
vorite outdoor past-times; he has one for each sea-
son. There is a hole in the seat of his cotton shorts, 
which look like they might have been acquired about 
the same time as his 1980s-era Gary Fisher moun-
tain bike.

George is the newly appointed chairman of the board 
of directors of the Santa Fe Conservation Trust and 
he can't help but laugh a little as he tries to explain 
how keyline plowing works. He must admit he isn't 
entirely sure. “I was a river guide and an investment 
manager, so a lot of this stuff is new to me and I find 
it fascinating,” he says. “I’m really learning a lot get-
ting involved in this.” 

The plowing is part of a land rehabilitation process 
SFCT has initiated at the old homestead site, which 
comprises roughly 300 acres and has been renamed 
the Conservation Homestead. When the ranch 
buildings were built, the land was altered so water 
would drain around the structures--just like at any 
home. But with no water, the natural vegetation at 
the site has disappeared and with it the wildlife. The 
plowing-—and related reseeding—is the first stage 
of a 10-year process designed to restore the land, 
first by redirecting water so it once again flows in 
harmony with the landscape. 

The Conservation Homesite is one of SFCT’s latest 
projects and for George, who has served as treasurer 
and as a board member at SFCT since 2014, over-
seeing it is a key part of his new role as board chair. 
Or as he describes the job in a nutshell: “To be some-
one who has a vision for the future of the organiza-
tion and some idea of how to get there.”

The future, as he sees it, is to transform SFCT from 
an organization that is traditionally approached by 
landowners who are already interested in conserva-
tion into an organization that proactively seeks out 
and educates landowners who may not know what 
land conservation is or who want to conserve their 
land but lack the necessary financial resources. To 
get there George is hoping he can use his expertise 
as a former investment manager at Thornburg Invest-
ment Management to create an endowment at SFCT 
and modernize its portfolio management practices. 
Already, the effort is bearing fruit: In 2021 SFCT  was 
able to hire a new conservation specialist dedicated 
to this new conservation strategy.

The new challenge is a lot like the situation George 
encountered when he first got to Thornburg in 1991, 
accepting a job as an assistant portfolio manager 
for municipal bonds to his mentor, Brian McMahon, 
who had taken over as CEO. The firm was small 
back then, and its remote location kept it off the radar 
of most young money managers, who predictably 
looked to Wall Street for work. But not George. When 
he first came to New Mexico in the 1980s as a river 
guide or, as he likes to put it, "a migrant recreational 
worker," he thought he was just passing through, en 
route to someplace like California. 

Photo by Andrew Wilder.
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A bachelor's degree in Economics in hand, he was 
in full post-undergraduate goof off mode. First, he 
started guiding rafting tours in the mountains of North 
Carolina, but then moved on to the Caribbean and 
later Costa Rica, India and Nepal. Five years later, 
when he found himself in New Mexico battling Class 
IV whitewater rapids in the Taos Box, he was hooked. 
The son of a Navy doctor who was born in Cyprus 
and spent his childhood traveling from Taiwan to Viet-
nam and London had found his future forever home.

Well, first he had to make a brief trip back east, to 
the D.C. area where he spent most of his high school 
days and which is the closest place to a steady 
home he had growing up. His father's Navy career 
led him to the Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
and ultimately to University of Maryland, where he 
researched tropical diseases. The school was a 
natural choice for George. To support himself while 
he finished his MBA in Finance, he took a job at the 
Calvert Group--an investment firm that introduced 
him to the concept of socially responsible investing. 
“I was very idealistic," George recalls, "I thought I can 
do this investment stuff, which I have a propensity for, 
and I can change the world and I can make money all 
at the same time.” 

As it turned out, the firm's ideological investing strat-
egy was not quite as revolutionary as he'd hoped. 
And he had a hankering to move to the southwest.  “I 
had fallen in love with Santa Fe and when I found this 
little, teeny investment company and they needed 
someone to work on the trading desk—that was 
pretty heavenly for me.” 

As a college student, George knew he had a natural 
aptitude for math and a serious interest in courses 
like "modern portfolio management." But what he 
didn't know was he would have to learn the people 
business if he was to succeed. “For the first 10 years 
I was at Thornburg, we had to manage the money, 
but we also had to grow the business. It was a boot 
strap-built business.” 

Fast forward 22 years and Thornburg had grown from 
having 12 employees managing about $300 million in 
assets to 200 employees managing about $85 billion 
in assets. “It really grew up,” George says, adding 
that they got there by following the sage advice of 
his mentor, Brian McMahon. "One of the things he 
always said was just concentrate on the things you 
do really well, do those things and don’t worry about 
the rest of it."

In 2014, when George broached the subject of retir-
ing, a Thornburg colleague, David Chase, suggested 
George take his place as SFCT’s treasurer, tasked 
with getting the organization onto a more stable 
financial footing. “It started out as a hobby," George 
says of his work at SFCT, "and it became a passion.”

George may not understand the technical aspects 
of keyline plowing, but he knows that rehabbing this 
land is a long-term process that will pay dividends 
to future generations. This year, he and his wife, 
Anita, who hails from Santa Fe, celebrated their 30th 
wedding anniversary. George recalls how their only 
daughter, Chloe, used to wonder why they dedicated 
so much of their time and money to SFCT every year 
when there are so many other problems in the world. 
He knows that Chloe, like a lot of young people, can 
get depressed when she thinks about the future of 
the planet. But the key to overcoming problems that 
are overwhelming is a lot like long-term investing-
-take them on one at a time. 

“I tell her if each of us can make a difference in some 
small way and combine it with the efforts of all the 
other people who are making a difference in some 
small way, together it’s a pretty big difference,” he 
says.  “What we’re doing at SFCT and even more mi-
croscopically what we’re doing with the Conservation 
Homestead makes a difference. On a global scale it’s 
in a small way. But on a local scale, it’s moving the 
needle.”

Below: staff, board and volunteers gather at the Conservation Homestead.
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Have you experienced your mood lift when you step 
outside on a beautiful day, smell the clean, pine-
scented air and feel the sun on your shoulders?  It 
has been medically proven that getting outdoors, 
even for 30 minutes a day, provides enormous 
mental and physical benefits, and when you spend 
that time walking with friends, the benefits are even 
greater! Vámonos: Santa Fe Walks gives that op-
portunity to everyone across the city with free, family-
friendly walks offered up to five times a month from 
May through October.   

Vámonos means “let’s go,” and it represents the spirit 
of our walking program started in 2018.  Almost 900 
people have joined us for a walk or hike, a resound-
ing success given we had to pause for the pandemic 
in 2020.  

Maybe you were one of the many who hit the trails 
during 2020, seeking relief from stress and isola-
tion.  But some people simply don’t feel safe walking 
alone, need support to get outside, aren’t familiar with 
local trails, or don’t feel motivated unless they share 
the experience with others.  If you are one of those 
people who wants to feel a part of a larger community 
again  while safely enjoying the benefits of outdoor 
exercise, Vámonos is for you!

There are several different outings for every taste:  
the hour-long weekday walks after work are on paved 
trails featuring Santa Fe’s parks, and the two-hour 
Saturday hikes will introduce you to some of the 
City’s 55-miles of soft-surface trails.  Our Take a Walk 
on the Southside walk is a favorite for families and 
follows the Arroyo Chamiso Trail meandering from 
the Southside Library to the lovely Swan Park and 
back.  In central Santa Fe, our Wellness Walk starts 
at Larragoite Park and goes to Ashbaugh Park on the 
Acequia Trail.   Walk with our Elders is an easy stroll 
along the Santa Fe River Trail.  Saturday morning 
hikes explore regional dirt trails including the County 
Rail Trail, La Tierra Trails, Dale Ball Trails and new 
this year, a trip to the Pecos National Historical Park 

to hike to the Pecos River on the South Pasture Loop 
Trail.  

Medical research shows that both being in nature 
and walking are powerful, inexpensive public health 
interventions.  Walking provides numerous health 
benefits, including lowering risk of heart disease, dia-
betes, and high blood pressure while improving mood 
and helping with weight loss.  The Japanese are big 
proponents of “forest bathing,” and have found that 
two hours in a natural setting reduces your pulse 
rate, and significantly reduces depression, fatigue, 
anxiety, and confusion.  Yet, according to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the average American 
spends 93% of his or her time indoors!  SFCT cre-
ated Vámonos to insure that everyone has access to 
nature!   

You can find the full schedule of walks and hikes at 
sfct.org/vamonos/.  Want a text reminder before each 
walk?  Text SFWALKS to 833-243-6033. See you on 
the trail!

Vamonos is organized by the Santa Fe Walking Col-
laborative, convened by SFCT.  Collaborative part-
ners help broaden the reach of this program.  Each 
partner dedicates time and energy into the planning 
and promotion of the program.  Our partners are 
listed on page 29.

Come Join Us for a Walk or Hike!

Sometimes we enjoy paletas after Vámonos walks.
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Let’s Go Camping!
It took us three tries, due to the pandemic, to 
go on our Bears Ears Camping Trip, originally 
scheduled for May 2020.  We finally pulled it off 
this May, and it was worth the wait!  Twelve of 
us had such a great time that SFCT is offering 
the trip again in 2022.  So get ready for a five 
night camping trip with four days of hikes and 
explorations at Cedar Mesa, part of Bears Ears 
National Monument in southeastern Utah!  

Sunday, May 8 to Friday, May 13, 2022 
Price:  $990         Deposit:  $200 
($470 tax-deductible)

Led by our experienced guide, Linda Siegle, 
you’ll be amazed at the prolific rock art that 
scales the canyon walls. We’ll hike through the 
Southwest’s most colorful canyons to find hid-
den ruins. During the evenings, see the Milky 
Way blazing a trail across a night sky that the 
ancestors of this ancient place revered. 

• It’s a wonderful opportunity to take pictures, 
explore a magnificent setting and learn the 
stories told by the land. 

• Delicious meals are provided by the leaders 
and prepared by all. 

• Meet us there or drive with SFCT.   Van transportation from Santa Fe will be included and also provided 
from the campground to all the trailheads.

Limited to ten people.  You must be able to carry a pack with a few liters of water and hike up to 6-miles per 
day on uneven terrain.  Get all the details here:  sfct.org/event/bears-ears-guided-camping-trip.

Shade dwellers, from the top: Peter Gordon, Jeff Colodny,  
Beth Kirby, Doug Turner, Linda Siegle.

https://sfct.org/event/bears-ears-guided-camping-trip
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2020 Conservation Easements
2020 was a busy year for land conservation at SFCT.  We protected another 975.56 acres bringing the total 
number of acres conserved by SFCT in Santa Fe, Rio Arriba and San Miguel Counties to 41,788 with 95 
landowners.  SFCT also now owns four properties, bringing the total protected acres up to 43,222.

Jacona Amendment (remove building envelope)
In 2020 the landowners amended their conservation easement to 
remove a one acre building envelope from the property, further pre-
serving this wetland and irrigated pasture along the Rio Pojoaque in 
perpetuity. The surface diversion water rights from the Acequia Ancón 
de Jacona are permanently tied to the property, protecting these water 
rights forever. Wetlands make up only about 0.6% of land area in New 
Mexico. However, up to 85% of all species depend upon these eco-
systems at some point during their life span. These wetland ecosys-
tems provide numerous benefits for the human population as well; 
they help to lessen the impacts of floods and droughts, thus stabilizing 
water supplies, improve water quality by filtering out pollutants and 
sediment, recharge aquifers and wells, and provide opportunities for 
education, recreation, hunting, and fishing, and even serve places of 
spiritual and cultural significance.

Forest Trust: Big Fence  (372 acres)
This rolling 372-acre parcel in the Galisteo Basin watershed brings 
SFCT one step closer to the “landscape” scale conservation that we 
envision for the Galisteo area. A former homestead from the early 
1900’s, the property, owned by the Forest Trust, is now an unoccupied 
piñon-juniper woodland, smack dab in the middle of major wildlife 
migration pathways. The property is currently grazed, supporting local 
agricultural producers. We’re pleased to help our fellow conservation 
organization guarantee that this agricultural property within Santa Fe 
County will be here for both agricultural production and wildlife habi-
tat—forever.

Commonweal Conservancy: West Canyon #4 (549 acres)
On March 27th, we closed on an amended and restated conservation 
easement on West Canyon #4 in the Galisteo Basin Preserve with our 
landowner partners, the Commonweal Conservancy. The amended 
and restated conservation easement adds 548.56 acres to the exist-
ing 250-acre easement, for a total of 798.56  acres conserved in the 
heart of the Galisteo Basin Preserve. The amended and restated 
conservation easement creates a larger buffer on the west side of the 
Galisteo Springs conservation easement, which protects the source of 
water for more than 350 generations of ancient and modern peoples. 
This additional protected acreage also grants public access to five 
miles of trails that connect to the Galisteo Basin Preserve’s larger trail 
network.
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2020 Conservation Easements

Forest Trust: Transfers  (15 acres)
SFCT recently added two conservation ease-
ments to its portfolio. The two easements were 
transfers from the Forest Trust. One protects a 
one acre scenic view on a hilltop visible from 
Bishop’s Lodge Road. The second protects the 
scenic view on 14 acres along a road on the top 
of Ojo de la Vaca mesa, just south of Cañoncito. 
We send our thanks to the Forest Trust for trust-
ing us with the perpetual protection of these two 
properties!

Taos Land Trust: Rio Fernando (20 acres)
The Taos Land Trust donated a conservation 
easement to the Santa Fe Conservation Trust to 
permanently protect 20 acres of land that houses 
the Taos Land Trust offices and will become the 
Rio Fernando Park.  The conservation easement 
protects the newly restored Vigil y Romo acequia, 
the Río Fernando de Taos and public access 
walking trails in Taos, NM. The conservation 
easement is comprised of 13 acres of historical 
agricultural land and nearly 7 acres of wetland 
next to Fred Baca Park just one mile from the 
center of downtown. Its wetlands hug the Rio Fer-
nando, connect to a broader wetland that spills 
out into the adjacent Fred Baca public park and 
flows downstream to the Rio Pueblo that feeds 
the Rio Grande. The remainder of the property is 
urban forest and land once used for agriculture 
and ranching.

A similar partnership exists between our two 
organizations on Taos’s Rio Hondo Park, which 
the Taos Land Trust owns and SFCT protects 
with a conservation easement. We’re pleased to 
help our fellow land trust guarantee that one of 
the last agricultural properties within the Town of 
Taos—along with the waters in the Vigil y Romo 
acequia and the wetlands of the Río Fernando— 
will be here for everyone to enjoy for generations 
to come.
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We expect to have another six conservation projects completed by the end of 2021 that will add 2,377 acres of 
protected land to our portfolio.  If you want to get the latest updates from us on all our work, subscribe to our 
email blasts by going to sfct.org/contact/.  Here’s where we are so far:

2021 Conservation Projects (so far)

SFCT’s Apache Canyon (614 acres)
The Apache Canyon property is part of the upper Galisteo Basi n 
watershed, an important wildlife linkage area between the Southern 
Rockies Wildlands Network and the New Mexico Highlands Wildlands 
Vision used by cougar, black bear, mule deer and elk.  The protection 
of this property helps safeguard the habitat and water resources these 
species need to move around the landscape.  The parcel is dominated 
by ponderosa pine, piñon, one seed juniper, Rocky Mountain juniper 
and riparian vegetation along the drainages and Apache Creek, all of 
which provide excellent habitat for wildlife. The property contains over 
a mile of the Apache Creek, which is the headwaters of the Galisteo 
Creek.  We were able to purchase this property in June 2021 thanks 
to the generosity of anonymous donors who also provided funding to 
place it into a conservation easement. SFCT will donate the easement 
to the Taos Land Trust in 2022, and eventually hopes to donate the 
property to the Forest Service.

SFCT’s Conservation Homestead (300 acres)
The Conservation Homestead is a special place of multicultural his-
tory and spacious quiet beauty.  Under the ownership and steward-
ship of the Santa Fe Conservation Trust, this scenic landscape offers 
a window into the natural flora and fauna of the high desert, as it is 
being restored to showcase a diversity of native plants and animals 
and provide learning opportunities to all who visit. The Conservation 
Homestead represents the shortgrass and shrubland ecosystems of 
the central Galisteo Basin.  The Conservation Homestead provides 
habitat to a variety of mammals, birds, and reptiles, including lizards, 
snakes, jackrabbits, chipmunks, squirrels, prairie dogs, coyote, foxes, 
deer, and sometimes pronghorn antelope and bear.  Because land 
trusts cannot both own and hold a conservation easement on the 
same parcel, SFCT donated the conservation easement to the Taos 
Land Trust, protecting this land forever.  Buying, restoring and con-
serving this land would not be possible without the generous support 
of the Thaw Charitable Trust.  

Commonweal Conservancy (White Rock Grotto 822 acres) 
Our friends at the Commonweal Conservancy continue their amazing 
conservation work at the Galisteo Basin Preserve by partnering with 
us to protect another large parcel via conservation easement on the 
southwestern edge of the Preserve called White Rock Grotto.  Not 
only will 822 acres of gorgeous terrain be protected, another five miles 
of trails are being constructed to add to the extensive trail network 
already there.

https://sfct.org/contact/
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Legend
2020 SFCT Protected Properties

SFCT Protected Lands  
County Breakdown

County Acres Properties
Rio Arriba 6,389 7

Santa Fe 15,928 73

San Miguel 20,863 15

Taos 42 2

Total 43,222 99

SANTA FE CONSERVATION TRUST

PROTECTED PROPERTIES & SERVICE AREA MAP
SFCT holds 95 conservation easements and owns 4 conservation properties.  

We work primarily in Santa Fe, Rio Arriba and San Miguel Counties,  
with two conservation easements in Taos County.

SFCT Protected Properties
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By Rose Farley

Al Reeds stops at the switchback at the Arroyo 
Hondo Open Space and looks down the canyon at 
the remnants of the old dam, the one the Chicago 
developers had begun building in the early 1900s 
with visions of creating a reservoir to supply an apple 
orchard. "But funding for the project was tight," he 
explains. "As the dam got higher, they used less 
concrete." And then came a 100-year flood. The del-
uge busted up the dam and roared down the canyon 
towards the railroad, in the area where Richards 
Avenue now runs. "The water hit a trestle and shifted 
it so that when a locomotive came along it actually 
derailed."

More than a century later on this early summer morn-
ing it's hard to imagine anyone envisioned tending an 
orchard in this thirsty space. The wetlands below are 
shriveled, and the arroyo is nowhere in sight. There's 
been no rain to coax the wild thistle into showing off 
their pink and purple blooms. Even the Cholla cacti 
look parched.

"We lived in town, but as a kid it was great to come 
out here. I remember one year having a birthday 
party," recalls Al, who is 71. "We'd hike down to the 
bottom of the canyon. There were wonderful grassy 
areas for picnics and the Arroyo Hondo ran more 
year around."

Today this land, known as the Arroyo Hondo Open 
Space (AHOS), is comprised of 87 acres situated just 
outside Santa Fe to the west of Harry’s Roadhouse. 
Its recreational trails loop around pinon-spotted lands 
and climb hilltops that offer panoramic views of the 
Galisteo Basin, Cerrillos Hills and Ortiz Mountains. 
The area was first home to the Arroyo Hondo Pueblo 
and later, during the civil war, soldiers used the hills 
to relay signals. Thanks to Al and his family, plus the 
efforts of the Santa Fe Conservation Trust (SFCT) 
and a coalition of neighborhood residents and county 
officials who came together in 2001 to make it hap-
pen, AHOS is protected from development and open 
to everyone.

The AHOS is one of two pieces of land that Al's 
father, Joe, and some business partners purchased 
in the 1950s. Joe, a painter, came to Santa Fe in the 
1940s from Kansas and put down roots on Canyon 
Road, then a residential dirt road that was home to 
artists like painters Randall Davey and John Sloan. 

Why the partners bought this land remains a mystery. 
Perhaps to develop it or hold it and sell it for a profit. 
“Back then," Al recalls, "this was really outside of 
town." 

Al's childhood romps around the Arroyo Hondo led to 
a life outdoors in New Mexico's wilds. He befriended 
the Blake family of Taos and tackled that mountain's 
steep terrains during winters. Summers were spent 
out at Heron Lake, which had a bustling marina. He 
worked at Ski Santa Fe, where he made snow and 
joined the ski patrol. "It was fun," Al says. "I hit about 
40 years old and decided I needed to come down 
from the mountain and get a job."

In time Al found work at the Santa Fe Community 
College, where he wore many hats before becoming 
dean of business and applied technologies--a post he 
held for 12 years. Al joined SFCT’s board of direc-
tors in 2017 and today he shares his experience with 
other property owners who are considering placing 
their land in a conservation easement. 

After his father passed, Al and his two sisters inher-
ited the family land—the 87 acres at Arroyo Hondo 
plus a separate 40-acre parcel located three miles 
south in what’s now Hondo Hills. But instead of it 
being a boon, the inheritance became a tax burden. 
The idea of developing Arroyo Hondo proved too 
expensive, and neighbors wanted it preserved. So 
the family decided to act, first by selling the AHOS 
tract to Santa Fe County at a reduced price to fit the 
county's budget. Later, Santa Fe County installed the 
3-mile trail system. Today SFCT continues to monitor 
the property annually.  

Landowner Profile:  Al Reed
His land is our land

Photo by Andrew Wilder.
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"It was a big step to take. No matter what we would 
have done with the property, it was kind of scary go-
ing through the process of divesting ourselves of it," 
Al says, trying to recall what it was that was so scary. 
Not any one thing really, he says. It was everything. 
"Just letting go—of something that you had in your 
family for so long. It was a little tricky letting go of it." 

In 2014, Al and his wife, Debra, decided to protect the 
second parcel by placing it in a conservation ease-
ment. The Reeds, who still live in the home they built 
there in 1986, again turned to SFCT to walk them 
through the legal process of donating their develop-
ment rights to the land trust to permanently limit the 
uses of the land and protect its conservation values.  
The property contains the ruts of the Santa Fe Trail, 
provides important wildlife habitat and is scenic open 
space that can be seen from the Old Las Vegas High-
way.  Protecting these conservation values for future 
generations provides a public benefit.

The easement process is intended to stem develop-
ment, but it is more flexible than people realize, Al 
says. Owners can prohibit public access to their land, 
for example, create building envelopes or draw an 
envelope around an existing home to allow for ex-
pansion. In addition to realizing federal tax breaks, 
New Mexico’s transferrable tax credits can be sold for 
cash and can offset the cost of creating an easement 
and even generate income for some generational 
owners. Certain commercial uses, like filming, can be 
allowed. "Each easement is individually tailored so 
that what's included and what's not included can be 
worked out on an individual basis," Al says. "SFCT 
has 99 conservation easements and every one of 
them is different." 

After helping owners craft the terms of their ease-
ments, SFCT is tasked with annual monitoring of the 
properties to ensure compliance. "I look at the moni-
toring as a partnership with SFCT. Rather than polic-
ing your property, it's like an annual health checkup." 
Al recalls one year when his property was hit with a 
major bark beetle outbreak that killed many trees. 
"That's something that's made note of in the annual 
monitoring visit. You get a picture of your property 
over time."

Al knows the value of land conservation because he's 
seen the environmental impacts of population growth 
on his hometown over time. The open fields that once 
lined Canyon Road are gone. Lake Heron is at a frac-
tion of its peak, its water diverted to meets the needs 
of Santa Fe and Albuquerque. His 40-acres in Hondo 
Hills have become an island sanctuary. And here at 
the switchback, the surrounding hilltops that were 
once so remote are now spotted with homes, a fate 
that would have happened at the AHOS, had it not 
been for the Reed’s generosity.

Up ahead on the trail, a pair of approaching hikers 
admonish their Jack Russell terrier, who has bounded 
up to Al and is sniffing his running shoe. He let go of 
this land, but he still owns his memories. And greet-
ing these hikers is a payoff on which he continues to 
bank. "Now I just get a kick out of seeing people en-
joying it," he says, turning away from the old dam to 
take in the view to the west. "Just being able to stand 
here and look out and see Tetilla Peak, the Jemez 
and the view--the space and the sky—makes for a 
very healing experience that everybody needs."

Below: Arroyo Hondo Open Space.  Photo by Billy Johnson.
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2020 Brought Two Wonderful Trail Projects that Will Create  
More Outdoor Recreation for You.

In 2020, we were awarded a grant from the State 
Outdoor Recreation Division’s Special Projects and 
Infrastructure Fund for a rail-to-trail conversion that 
will combine outdoor recreation with historic pres-
ervation.  The funding will allow SFCT to create an 
interpretive trail on a quarter mile of the former Chili 
Line rail bed.  The Chili Line was a narrow-gauge 
railroad that ran through northern New Mexico from 
1880-1941.  It passed through three New Mexico 
counties and three pueblos on its way from Santa 
Fe up the Rio Grande and into southwestern Colo-
rado.  It remains a well-known and colorful character 
in our region’s history, but its actual location and the 
many miles of abandoned rail bed that remain in 
place today are not well known, despite the signifi-
cant opportunities they present for public access and 
interpretation.  This Chili Line Trail Project will have 
regional significance by transforming a neglected but 
easily accessible rail bed on the edge of Santa Fe 
into an educational and recreational resource that will 
be a model for the development of rail trails on forgot-
ten, eroding and gradually disappearing rail beds 
throughout northern New Mexico.  The new Chile 
Line interpretive trail should be open by the end of 
2021.  Stay tuned.  

The second trail project is in the Galisteo Basin on 
SFCT’s newly acquired Conservation Homestead.   
We are designing and installing five miles of new dirt 
trails on 300 acres of land that is now protected by 
a conservation easement with public access.  Our 
vision for the property is to have it open from dawn to 
dusk.  Visitors can hike, bike or horseback ride on the 
trails that meander the property and connect to the 
larger Galisteo Basin Preserve trail system.  Because 
we feel strongly about making access to nature as 
equitable as possible, we are working to secure fund-
ing to install a road and parking area that connects 
to a shorter, more accessible trail so that people of 
all ages and abilities can enjoy equitable access to 
this wonderful property.  If you would like to donate 
toward this effort, please contact us at info@sfct.org.  

Pandemic Cancels SFCT’s City Trails 
Contract, but the work goes on.
Early in the pandemic, when the City was facing an 
$80 million shortfall, SFCT’s trail maintenance and 
promotions contract, which we had held since 2014, 
was canceled.  This despite the fact that our trail sys-
tems were being heavily used as a source of solace 
during the coronavirus shut down.  This put SFCT 
into a difficult position, as the contract, which we 
have held since 2014, helped us pay the salary of our 
Trails Program Manager!  Thankfully, a local founda-
tion came forward to cover the contract, and many 
of you, as well as the Frost Foundation, donated to 
help fill in the extra expenses.  We hope to be back 
under contract for the City’s next fiscal year which 
started July 1, 2021 and will certainly let you know 
if that doesn’t happen!  But even in the midst of the 
coronavirus, and thanks to everyone’s help, our Trails 
program moved forward seamlessly, donating its ser-
vices to the City to keep our trails maintained.   From 
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021, our Trails Program 
Manager, Tim Rogers, managed 58 wonderful volun-
teers who donated more than 885 hours of mainte-
nance on trails throughout the City and County!

Above: the new Chili Line Trail, part of La Tierra Trails.  

SFCT's masked and mighty trail volunteers.
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SFCT Leading the Implementation of 
the Safe Routes to School Program

The Santa Fe Conservation Trust, under the leader-
ship of our Trails Program Manager, Tim Rogers, is 
embarking on a major expedition to promote walking 
and bicycling in our community. Building on its suc-
cessful “community conservation” efforts (Vámonos: 
Santa Fe Walks and the Passport to Trails field 
trip program) SFCT is leading the “Safe Routes to 
School” two-year grant with nearly $300,000 in fed-
eral support through the City of Santa Fe.  SFCT and 
the City’s efforts will be complemented in collabora-
tion with the staff of the Santa Fe Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO), Santa Fe Public Schools, 
and other partners. 

The objective of Santa Fe Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) is to establish a city-wide SRTS Plan founded 
on the development of pilot activities in the areas of 
the “Four Es” – Education, Encouragement, Enforce-
ment, and Engineering, along with additional empha-
sis on Equity and Evaluation.   The overall goal is to 
get more kids to walk and bike to school.  

The end result after two school years will be a fund-
able and sustainable community-wide SRTS program 
that will be implemented in K-8 schools throughout 
Santa Fe. We will know we are successful if more 
schoolchildren are walking and biking to school, 
which could signal a somewhat radical change in the 
mindset in our auto-centric community. 

Encouraging Santa Fe’s families to walk or ride a 
bicycle in the community is a natural extension of 
SFCT’s “community conservation” approach. Just like 
the natural-surface, recreational trails that SFCT has 
helped develop and maintain in public and private 
open space in practically every direction from town, 
better development of the walkways and bikeways 

where we live, work, and study represent opportuni-
ties for improving the health of Santa Fe’s people, 
environment, and economy. Plus, this effort will help 
SFCT nurture the next generation of conservationists;  
the more kids enjoy being outside in nature, the more 
they’ll want to defend it in the future.  We are also 
complementing this activity by collaborating with the 
Railyard Park Conservancy (RPC) and the MPO on 
a similar, but shorter-term, city-wide “Safe Routes to 
Parks” planning effort through a grant obtained by the 
RPC for this year. 

Up until last year, SFCT had taken literally thousands 
of students from two south-side schools, El Camino 
Real Academy and Nina Otero Community School, to 
Dale Ball Trails and La Tierra Trails since initiating the 
Passport to Trails field trip program in 2014. We will 
continue to work closely with these two schools on 
promoting walking and bicycling to school, which they 
are well-positioned to do, and to continue our Pass-
port to Trails activities with them this Fall, as well. We 
will then expand the number of pilot schools and pur-
sue district-wide activities in the coming school year. 

If you are interested in helping with the education 
and encouragement part of this effort at the above 
pilot schools or as it spreads to other schools in the 
district, ie, leading a walking school bus or helping to 
train kids on how to safely bike ride, contact Tim Rog-
ers at tim@sfct.org.
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Conservation Wasn’t Canceled in 2020
and neither was our party!

What do you do with a beloved event when a pan-
demic prevents everyone from leaving their homes? 
How do you connect with your supporters and let 
them know that conservation isn’t canceled, and nei-
ther is our appreciation for all who take part?

Adaptation was the name of the game last year, and 
so our annual Community Conservation Celebration 
took a twist and turned virtual. A deep dive into the 
worlds of Zoom, digital communication and produc-
tion didn’t deter our “let’s do this” volunteer planning 
committee. We were going to throw a party!

Every party needs music, food, and drink, so our 
“pre-party” presented three musicians, margarita-
making instructions, and a charming video of lo-
cal kids singing while marching through the trees. 
Thanks to Jono Manson, Indigie Femme and Alex 
Maryol, you were sure to hear something you liked 
while eating and perhaps sipping on a margarita (mix 
provided by Cowgirl) or wine (provided by La Casa 
Sena Wine Shop). We are grateful to Cowgirl, Rio 
Chama, and La Casa Sena Wine Shop for offering 
to help make our virtual event feel more like a party. 
And you gave back to them during trying times by 
purchasing those packages!

Of course, our 
sponsors put their 
trust in us by mak-
ing this virtual event 
happen. We are 
ever so grateful to 
the individuals and 
businesses that 
stepped up for the 
transition to vir-
tual. They are listed 
on page 25 and 
deserve a hearty 
thanks from our 
community.

The new virtual realm does have its advantages, and 
allowed us to reach out to two conservation super-
stars – Senator Tom Udall and author, Terry Tempest 
Williams – who chatted about everything from the 
30 by 30 initiative, to Native American lands and the 
future of conservation in the Southwest.  Our volun-
teers, landowners, trail users and supporters shared 
their perspectives and feelings about land protec-
tion, the significance of our local trails, and nature’s 
ever-increasing role in healing and health. They also 
expressed the critical need for outdoor equity and 
inclusion that is met through SFCT’s programs. We 
fit over 400 people in 2020 under our “virtual tent,” so 
the messages were heard far and wide.

And then there were all of you! Much more than view-
ers, you became the main players during a live pad-
dle raise appeal by grabbing your phones and texting 
in your donations to exceed our fundraising goal! As 
the thermometer on the screen continued to rise, the 
fervor in the studio, in our homes, and on the screen 
was felt by all.  In a year when many nonprofits had 
to release staff and cancel programs, 2020 showed 
us how the preservation of nature, being outdoors, 
and having access to well-maintained open spaces 
and trails are at the very core of our well-being. You 
let us know how much you value our local outdoor 
quality of life. With boundless gratitude and an invita-
tion to join us again this August for a virtual party (see 
the back cover), may the outdoors continue to be a 
vital and nurturing part of your lives!

Terry Tempest Williams

Senator Tom Udall
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Top: Bill deBuys, Laura Paskus. Bottom from left: Kevin Bixby & Gabe Vasquez;  
night sky advocates Sam Finn, Peter Lipscomb, FranÇois-Marie Patorni & Terry Smith.

Online Chats
A way for you to get informed in the comfort of your home

In 2020 at the peak of the pandemic, SFCT initiated 
its Online Chats.  Our thought was to bring you free, 
cutting edge conservation discussions via interesting 
presenters and moderators while you were stuck at 
home thanks to the coronavirus.

We launched the Online Chats on December 9th 
bringing together two distinguished environmental 
writers for an online conversation about what climate 
change really means in New Mexico – one of the 
fastest warming states in the country.  The chat fea-
tured Laura Paskus, whose new book, At the Preci-
pice: New Mexico’s Changing Climate, had just been 
published by UNM Press.  She was in conversation 
with one of SFCT’s founders, Bill deBuys, author of 
A Great Aridness, Climate Change and the Future of 
the Southwest.  

Then on March 31st we brought together two outspo-
ken conservation advocates, activists, and change-
makers from southern New Mexico giving us their 
perspectives on the realities of conservation near the 
US/Mexican border and the need for more equity and 
inclusion in the field of conservation.  Featured in this 

chat were Gabe Vasquez, a Las Cruces City Coun-
cilor and founder of Nuestra Tierra Conservation Proj-
ect and co-creator of the New Mexico Outdoor Equity 
Fund and Kevin Bixby, Executive Director of the SW 
Environmental Center. 

Dark Skies was the topic of the Night Sky Edition 
of the Online Chats on April 29th.  At stake was the 
City’s conversion of its thousands of streetlights to 
LEDs. The switch to LEDs was a laudable decision 
that would save energy, but the City seemed set on 
installing 3,000 kelvins in residential neighborhoods 
and 4,000 kelvins on main thoroughfares.  From an 
environmental and health standpoint, these levels of 
lighting would be harmful to both humans and wildlife, 
not to mention damaging our heritage of dark skies.  
So we asked four local residents who had been 
tracking the conversion of Santa Fe’s streetlights to 
discuss how outdoor lighting can impact our sense of 
place, the health of animals and humans, night time 
safety, and our ability to see the stars.  They were 
astrophysicist Sam Finn, astronomer Peter Lipscomb, 
and policy change advocate Francois-Marie Patorni 
moderated by former SFCT board president Terry 
Smith.  Their discussion reached over 200 listeners, 
many of whom asked the City to lower the kelvins 
to a more acceptable level, which the City ultimately 
decided to do.

If you missed any of the online chats, you can listen 
to them by going on our website:  https://sfct.org/
online-chats/  More Online Chats will be coming this 
winter.

earthLINES online chats
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Audited Financial Statements 
January 1 through December 31, 2020

Financial Position
 Assets
  Cash & Cash Equivalents $558,983
  Accounts Receivable $93,202
  Prepaid Expenses $16,746
  Fixed Assets $2,383,499
  Operating & Stewardship Reserve $1,137,146
  Stewardship Endowment $192,701
  Other Assets $2,500
 Total Assets  $4,384,777
 Liabilities & Net Assets
  Liabilities
   Accounts Payable $3,236
   Payroll Liabilities $25,460
   Unearned / Deferred Revenue $0
   Passthrough Payables $6,811
  Total Liabilities $35,507
  Net Assets
   Unrestricted $3,438,997
   Board Designated $38,371
   With Donor Restrictions $871,902
  Total Net Assets $4,349,270 
 Total Liabilities & Net Assets $4,384,777

Activities
 Operating Income
  Contributions & Grants  $660,757
  Fundraising Events $123,909
  Program Services $106,755
 Total Operating Income $891,421
 Operating Expenses  
  Mission Programs $544,057
  Development $82,219
  General & Administrative $82,219
 Total Operating Expenses $708,495
 Net Operating Income $182,926
 Non-Operating Income & Expenses
  Investment Income $160,711
  In-Kind Contributions $18,375
  Restricted Grant for Purchase of Land $1,250,000
 Total Non-Operating $1,429,086
 Total Net Income $1,612,012

Income

 Contributions (15%)
 Grants (67%)
 Program Services (5%)
 Events (5%)
 Other (8%)

Expenses

 Mission (77%) 

 General & Admin. (12%) 

 Development (12%)

Right: SFCT's 2021 guided camping trip to the Bears Ears National Monument.
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The Santa Fe Conservation Trust depends on your gener-
ous support to ensure our land, trails and sky are protected 
for future generations.  There are as many ways to give as 
there are needs to be met.  And every gift is appreciated 
and needed.  Please use the envelope provided and send 
in your donation today.  Gifts can also be made online at 
sfct.org/donate/.

Types of Giving
Outright Gifts

Donations can be made in the form of cash, checks, 
stocks, bonds, mutual fund shares, real estate and 
personal property. Please contact SFCT at (505) 989-7019 
for stock transfer instructions.

Pledges

Your gift can be paid over one year or several years. You 
can specify when payments will begin and the frequency of 
payments (i.e., quarterly, semi-annually or annually).

Sustaining Member Gifts

A recurring monthly gift starting at just $10 a month might 
be easier on your budget. Plus it gives SFCT the security 
of a steady, reliable stream of operating support. 

Here’s how easy it is to become a Sustaining Member:
• Choose the amount that you want to contribute 

every month.
• Decide if you want to use a credit card or your 

checking account.
If your life changes, you can choose to increase, decrease 
or suspend your monthly gift. All you have to do is check 
the box on the envelope, call us at 505-989-7019 or go 
online to sign up.

Matching Gifts

Does your company offer a Matching Gifts Program?  If 
they do, submit their form with your donation.

Vehicle Donations

Do you have an old vehicle you don’t use anymore?  Do-
nate it to SFCT! We make it easy.  Just go to careasy.org/
nonprofit/santafeconservationtrust or give us a call at 505-
989-7019 for more information.

In Kind

We also accept in kind donations. Please contact us for a 
list of needs.

Volunteers

SFCT has many volunteer opportunities: with programs, in 
the office, for our events, and doing trail maintenance.  If 
you’d like to make a gift of your time, please contact us. 

Designate SFCT for your Required Minimum 
Distribution from your IRA

Age may just be a number, but if that number is 72 (or 
higher!) you can now make your required minimum distri-
bution a tax-free gift to SFCT directly from your IRA.  This 
gift will not count as taxable income for you, and will make 
an amazing impact preserving the land you love.  Please 
contact your financial advisor for details.

Include SFCT in your Estate Plan  

Does your connection to the land sustain, enrich and 
inspire you?  Are you concerned about access to nature for 
your children and grandchildren?  Including SFCT in your 
will is easy to do and will ensure that the land, trails and 
skies of northern New Mexico will be protected for future 
generations.  Let us know if we are in your will or estate 
plan, and you’ll become a member of the Atalaya Legacy 
Society.  You’ll be invited to an annual lunch for insider 
updates on our work and, if you wish, be acknowledged 
in our publications.  Look online at sfct.org/planned-
giving, which outlines ways you can include SFCT in your 
estate plans.  Gifts of any size are welcomed and deeply 
appreciated!

Your Donation Preserves the Places We All Love and Need!

https://sfct.org/donate/
careasy.org/nonprofit/santafeconservationtrust
careasy.org/nonprofit/santafeconservationtrust
https://sfct.org/planned-giving/
https://sfct.org/planned-giving/
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Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly, Jr.
Last August, Santa Fe lost one of its finest, Bud Kelly, at the age of 
99.  He was a man of many talents who impacted Santa Fe in so 
many ways.  He was a true gentleman and a friend to many.  We 
knew him at SFCT because he put a conservation easement on part 
of his 128-acre tract of land in the Santa Fe National Forest, which 
he tended with great care and singlehandedly brought back to life 
after the Vivash Fire burned everything to the ground.  Reviving the 
land made him a hero in our eyes!  He was vital until the end, and 
always came with us on our annual monitoring visits to his land.  A 
native Santa Fean, Bud learned to love the land as an adolescent 
riding alone or with friends on horseback exploring the Pecos Wilder-
ness and other parts of Northern New Mexico.  He also traveled the 
state with his father, Daniel T. Kelly, Sr, who was the president of the 
Gross, Kelly & Company, a wholesale and retail mercantile company 
that first opened in 1879 in Las Vegas, NM and expanded to Santa Fe 
in 1919.  It was through those trips that Bud fell in love with the New 
Mexico landscape and the people who live here.  We send our thanks 
to Bud’s family for directing donations in his memory to SFCT!  

You can read more about this remarkable man at:  
www.legacy.com/obituaries/santafenewmexican/ and search for Daniel Kelly.

In Memoriam

William Fell "Bill" Johnson, MD
The world lost Bill Johnson on May 21, 2021, and it was a tough loss 
that happened way too early.  He was 69 and had been dealing with 
multiple myloma, a bone marrow cancer, since 2018.  It was just in 
2017, when he retired from his psychiatry practice, that Bill finished 
an epic 18-year cumulative stint on SFCT’s Board of Directors. He 
started in 1996, and served for 12 years during which time he served 
as SFCT’s Board president.  Then, after some time off, he came back 
to the Board in 2011 for another six years, this time to lead the Trails 
Committee.  Bill was a huge part of SFCT’s trails legacy, along with 
Dale Ball, SFCT’s first executive director and Stewart Udall, former 
Secretary of the Interior, who was one of our founders.  Dale asked 
him to join the board, with no idea then that Bill’s influence on the 
trajectory of SFCT would be felt for literally 2/3 of its 28 year history!  
During his tenure at SFCT, Bill helped secure the conservation ease-
ment for the Arroyo Hondo Open Space, and was its official steward 
until his death.  But his passion for trails and mountain biking, and 
his leadership of the SFCT Trails Committee, helped to secure many 
other trail systems throughout town, such as the Dale Ball and La Tierra Trails systems, which brought the 
public into the conservation process.  He will be deeply missed by all of us at SFCT.  We thank Bill’s family for 
directing memorial gifts in his honor to us.  

You can read more about Bill here:  sfct.org/in-memory-bill-johnson and here:  
 www.legacy.com/obituaries/santafenewmexican/ and search for William Johnson.

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/santafenewmexican/name/daniel-kelly-obituary?pid=196708941
https://sfct.org/in-memory-bill-johnson/
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/santafenewmexican/name/william-johnson-obituary?pid=198797747
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Foundations & Grants
Anonymous
Anya & Henry Bagley Fund
Brindle Foundation
Dan Cameron Family Foundation
Frost Foundation
Harbor Oaks Foundation
Land Trust Alliance
Lineberry Foundation
Livingry Foundation
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Santa Fe Community Foundation
The Eugene V. and Clare E. Thaw Charitable Trust
The Hayes Foundation
Van Essen Family Foundation
Wallace Genetic Foundation

Conservation Circle ($10,000 +)
Allpoints GIS
Anonymous, in honor of Jacqueline Hartley  
 and in memory of Charmay Allred
Jonathan Altman
Merrilee Caldwell & Marcus Randolph
Jean Chabaud
Commonweal Conservancy
Christopher & Judith Ford
The Theo Raven Trust
Scott & Kimberley Sheffield

Benefactor ($5,000 - $9,999)
Michael & Kelley Avery
David & Lisa Barker
Carolyn Eason & Jim Rubin
Mariel Johnson
Carlie Lines & B.C. Rimbeaux
Matthew Masek
Mary Ellen & Donald Richardson
George Strickland & Anita Ogard
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly

Patron ($1,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous (4)
David & Margaret Alexander
Catherine Allen & Paul Rooker
James Baker, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Leslie & Rutgers Barclay,  
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Barker Family Properties, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Carolyn Bell
Lisa Bemis
Sonya Berg, in memory of Adam Berg
Gordon Bloom
Kevin Bobolsky, in honor of Buster and Ratty
Dr. Marsha Bol & Dr. Michael Katz, 
 in memory of Walter Clift
Elizabeth Bradley & Dan Merians
Connie & Bob Bright
Tish Butler, in memory of Richard K. Carlson
Daniel Cameron, in honor of Karen Galindo
David & Katherin Chase
Jane Clinton
Camille Coates
Susan & Yates Coulter
Margo Cutler
Marthanne Dorminy-Gardner & Stewart Gardner
Marianne Dwight & Ed Cisler

Laura Ellis
Mary & Robert Estrin
Kathleen Flanagan & Timothy O'Donoghue
Kristina Flanagan
Patricia Foschi
Colleen Gavin
Brant & Rachel Goodman
Catherine & Drew Hoffmann
Richard Hughes
Richard & Marilyn Hyde
Kia Ora Fund
Donna Kinzer
Susan Lanier
Mary Lauritano
Alasdair Lindsay
Tom Linton, in memory of Robert Linton
Jill Markstein & Russ Tims
Gwyn & Wilson Mason, 
 in memory of William Hughes
David & Marta Munger
Power Path, Inc.
Joanna Prukop
Linda Rosencranz
Linda Saurage
Anne Sawyer
Jenna & Wilson Scanlan
Paul & Elise Schmidt
Barbara & Ted Seeley
Bruce & Janine Smith
Dr. Eileen Stade
Lena & Jose Stevens
The Howle-Throckmorton Grant Fund, 
 in memory of Dave Ortiz
Lore Thorpe, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Christopher White & Floery Mahoney
Nancy Meem Wirth
Ivan Zinn 

Steward ($500 - $999)
Anonymous (2)
Polly Ahrendts
Dr. Stewart Anderson
Thomas Armistead & Cord Martin
Rachel & Thomas Armstrong, 
 in memory of Richard Barr
Betsy Armstrong
Russell Baker
Joan Baker
Sylvia Ball, in memory of Dale Ball
Ken Bateman
Janie & George Bingham
Suby Bowden & Bob Gaylor
Ed Breitinger
David Brenner
Cabin Fund
Doug Campbell
David Cartwright, 
 in honor of Galisteo Basin Preserve
Dr. Michael & Elaine Clayman
Karen Crow & Elizabeth Bremner
William deBuys & Joanna Hurley, 
 in memory of Charmay Allred
Sue Ann DeGarbo
Bob Dowling & Erin Kenney, 
 in memory of Paul Paryski
Harlan Flint
Jennifer French
David Geyer
Kent & Kaki Grubbs
Tony Halcombe
Jacqueline Hartley

Santa Fe Conservation Trust 2020 Donors

Atalaya Platinum
Lee Caldwell & Marcus Randolph

Galisteo Basin Gold
Hutton Broadcastin
Lannan Foundation

Sun Mountain Silver
David & Pam Fleischaker
Marley Prudeaux Design

RKW Enterprises
Rothstein Donatelli LLP

Arroyo Hondo Bronze
Century Bank

Dan Merians, UBS Financial Services
Santa Fe Properties

Conservation Friends
Janie & George Bingham

Cowgirl Hall of Fame
Frank Katz & Conci Bokum
La Casa Sena Wine Shop

Thank You 2020 Sponsors!
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Santa Fe Conservation Trust 2020 Donors (continued)
Richard Heath
Dr. Thomas & Sandy Holmes, 
 in memory of Jim Van Soelen
Charles & Charlene Hyle
Clayton Jernigan
Denise Johnson
Judith Kilpatrick
Elizabeth Kirby
Darrow & Caroline Kirkpatrick
David & Amanda Kocon
Henry & Tina Lanman
Phyllis Lehmberg
Dr. Lee Levin
Eileen & Michael Mabry
Helene Madonick
Lesley & Bill Mansfield
Fred & JJ Milder
Elizabeth & William Miller
Ralph & Esther Milnes
Multimedia International
Anne Noss, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Jim & Jan Patterson
Dr. Susan Perry
Jeffrey Pine
Pottery of the Southwest Gallery
Albert Reed & Debra Moody
Robert and Karen Browne Family Fund
Breece Robertson & Christina Kelso
Shelley Robinson & Tom Buscher
Jay Bush & Peggy Rudberg
Rusty Mesa
John Scanlan in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Jay & Denise Sessions
Drury Sherrod, in memory of Arden Reed
Shiprock Santa Fe
Quinn & Veree Simons
Tom & Susan Simons
Joie Singer
Stephen Velie & Hanna McCaughey
Cath & Steve Washburn

Supporter ($250 - $499)
Anonymous
Anonymous, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Donald Allison & Sumiko Ito
Keith Anderson & Dr. Barbara Lenssen, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Ann Griffith Ash
Ann Bancroft, in memory of Mariel Johnson
Cris & Marilyn Barnes
Betty & John Baxter, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Sonja Bohannon
Bruce & Cynthia Bolene
Robert & Karen Bowden
Dr. James Bradbury
Kevin & Christina Brennan
Julia Catron & David Andersson
Fletcher Catron
Dede Collins & Dennis Cooper
Sheila Cotter
Sally Denton & John Smith, 
 in memory of Charmay Allred
Marie Des Georges
Don Dietz & Karen Montgomery
Russ Donda
Dr. Cornelius Dooley & Susanne Hoffman-Dooley
Kirk & Sheila Ellis
Bob & Elizabeth Findling
Karen & Joseph Galindo
Peggy Gautier

Karen Grace
David Grusin & Nancy Newton
Peter & Lindsay Faulkner Hagen
Kyle Harwood & Elege Simons-Harwood
Robert Hiller
Gloria Holloway
Debra Hughes
Claudia & Jim Huson
Elisa Hutton
Elena Kayak & Richard Von Ancken
Martin & Patricia Koldyke
Gwendolyn Lacy
Kent & Mary Little
Bret Luboyeski
Mary Jo & Arvid Lundy
Sandra Massengill
Shannon Maxwell
Robert McLeod & Kirby Kendrick
Mark Michel
Timothy & Mary Mitchell
Richard Murray
Neil Lyon Group
Lily & Charlie O'Leary
Joel Olson
Linda Osborne
Michael & Eleanor Peters
Elizabeth & Daniel Plumlee
Edward & Melanie Ranney
Steven & Angie Riemann
Rachel Samuels
Michael Schneider & Mary Uhl
Thomas Schwab & Pam Donegan
Carson & Marsha See
William Singer & Jo Anne Cicchelli, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Jerre Stallcup & Michael White
Justin Svetnicka & Kristin Sargent-Svetnicka
Loren Testa & Catherine Carr
Christopher Thomson & Susan Livermore
Tierra Concepts, Inc.
TW Family Fund
Senator Tom Udall & Jill Cooper Udall
John Voorhees & Mary Lawler
Andrew Voudouris
Mayor Alan & Frances Webber
Raymond & Johanna Weems
Martha & Richard Wilder, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
C.C. & Nancy Wood
Cynthia Woods
Julie Zimber

Contributor ($100 - $249)
Anonymous (2)
Anonymous, in memory of Kiley
Ann Aceves
Bob Alei
Jarratt & Diana Applewhite
Laurie Archer, in memory of John Catron
David Ashley
Lynn Atkison, in memory of Charmay Allred
Burck & Sandra Bailey, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Mikaela Barnes in memory of Craig Barnes
Mary & Gary Bayrd, in honor of Bill Johnson
Dr. John Becker
Anne Beckett
Susan Bell & Peter Ogilvie
Evalyn Bemis
Blaire Bennett & Claudia Monteiro
Jane & Peter Bernard

Katherine Blagden
Claudia Borchert
Sherrie Brody
Arthur Brown
Edison Buchanan & Sally Corning
Brad & Leslie Burnside
Elva Busch, in honor of Joanna Prukop
David & Lisa Caldwell
Kay Carlson
Linnea & Courtney Carswell
Jessica Cassirer, in memory of Barbara McIntyre
Peter & Honey Chapin
Frank Clifford & Barbara Anderson
William Clift
Christa Coggins & David Franklin
Sue Cossman
Cowles Family Foundation, 
 in honor of Bill Cowles
Susan Cramer, in honor of Charles Volz
Richard & Jean Currie
Nancy Dahl
Beth & David Davenport
Mary deGruy, in memory of Richard Barr
Debbie DeMarais
Marcy DeMillion
Margaret Detwiler
Kenneth Diehl
Mack Diltz
Matthew Dixon
William Dodge
Gail & Bob Dodge
William Donahue
Linda Donnels & Lawrence Logan
Bob Dreizler, in memory of Richard Barr
Brian Drypolcher & Piper Leigh
Rose Farley
Eric Faust
Paul Feldman
Stephen & Kristen Flance, 
 in memory of Tom and June Catron
Harlan Flint & Nicole Rassmuson
Dr. Dan Flores & Dr. Sara Dant
Max Fraga
Doris Francis
Dean & Cindy Fry
Carl Gable
Lynne Gaffikin, in honor of Jean Hinlicky
Julie Gallegos
Ghost Ranch
Paul Giguere Jr. & Melinne Owen
Marvin Godner
Peter Gonzalez & Paula Hutchison
Kay & Bud Grant
Barbara Gregory, in honor of Lily Newby
Keith Grover
Dudley & Beverly Hafner, 
 in honor of Melinda Garde
Karin Hall, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Elizabeth Hansen
Karla Harby & Ray Greenwell
Anna Hargreaves & Drew Stewart
Michael & Marilyn Harris
Ted Harrison & Linda Spackman
Harry's Roadhouse
Ann Hartley
Raymond & Karen Heidemann, 
 in honor of Connie Bright
Holly & Michael Henry
Jean Hinlicky
David & Elizabeth Holland
Donald Houser
Greg & Katrina Huffaker
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Santa Fe Conservation Trust 2020 Donors (continued)
Juniper Hunter
Brooke Hunter
Gerald & Donna Jacobi
Julie Jacobs
Jan-Willem Jansens & Ariel Harrison
Elaine Jenkins
Tom & Carlyn Jervis
Deborah Jones
Polly & Terre Jones
Robert Josephs & Donna Peth
Elaine Kaiser
Heather Karlson & Bill Leeson
Dr. Paul & Lisa Kaufman
Asenath Kepler & Ed Mazria
Virginia King
Nancy King
Tim & Kathie Kissell
Daniel Klein & Robbyne Jones
Thomas Koehler & Lucy Smith
Karen Koolpe
Kenneth Krasity
Robert Lambright
Donald & Jean Lamm
Robin Laughlin
Joyce & Jerry Levine
Megan Lichter, in memory of Dr. Ken Brooks
Eldon & Carolyn Linnebur
Carolyn Little
Diane Loftus & Frank Wilwol
LongView Asset Management
Los Alamos National Labs
Ouida MacGregor
Allen & Geraldine Macomber
Charles Magee
Jeffrey Mark
Piar Marks
Alexander Marshland
Susan & John McBride
Dr. Kathryn McKenzie & John Gunn
Tom & Susan McMichael
Andrea Meditch
Michael & Ellen Mellon
Nick & Shaun Merrick
Doris Meyer & Richard Hertz
Alexander & Cathy Miller
Ellen & Roger Miller
Dr. Beth Mills
Jeremy Mitchell & Melissa Brown
Lucy Moore
Barbara & Mark Mortier
Virginia Mudd & Clifford Burke
Becca Mudge
Randy & Lila Mulkey, 
 in honor of Randolph Mulkey
Suzanne Napier
Fred & Arlyn Nathan, in honor of Bill Johnson
William Nielsen
Sarah Noss, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Gary & Kirsten Oakley
James O'Bannon, 
 in memory of Colleen Kell O'Bannon
Craig O'Hare
Patrick & Susan Conway Oliphant
Tavlos & Janice Pantazelos, 
 in honor of Melissa Houser
John Pasch
Anne Pedersen & Mark Donatelli
Stu & Aiyana Pendleton
Suzy Peraino
Kristen Peterson
Thomas & Colette Pogue
Nancy & Jeff Pollock
Stephen & Deborah Post

Dr. Anthony Quay & Dr. Cecelia de Lavallee
Lawrence Raifman
Erika Randolph
Michael & Cynthia Rawn
Lois & Bud Redding
Allie Regan
Bob Richardson & Brooke Gamble
Judith Roberts
Cecilia Robertson
Elizabeth & James Roghair
Daniel Roller & Susan Elrod
Bernadine Rolnicki
Donald & Sally Romig
Barry Rosenbaum, in honor of Eric Schoen
Mary & Alex Ross, in memory of Charmay Allred
John Eric Rounds
Nancy Rubovits
Janis Rutschman
Nancy Salem
Santa Fe Chili & Marching Society, 
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Suzanne Santemma & Charles Pergler
Alexandra Schott
Merry Schroeder
Mary Schruben
Rita Schwartz
Judith Sellars, in memory of Richard West Sellars
Mark Sharrock
David & Tori Shepard
David Sherman
David Simpson  
Terry Smith & Susan Munroe
Fred & Marcia Smith, in honor of Trails Program
Dr. Mahlon & Leslie Soloway
Liz Stefanics & Linda Siegle
Gerald & Penelope Stiebel
Tiago Stock
Melissa & Michael Stoller
Kim Straus & Jack Lain
Sarah Strong
Jeff Szabat
Luis Tapia & Carmella Padilla, 
 in memory of Charmay Allred
Blodwen Tarter
Patricia Ellen Taylor
Dyanna Taylor
Gwendolyn Taylor
Bruce Throne
Mary & Wolcott Toll
Rick & Cynthia Torcasso
Andy Treinen
Doug Turner
Solveiga & James Unger
United Way of the Bay Area
Dr. Regina Valencia
Renee Villarreal & Brandon Snoy
Rebecca Vitale-Mandich
Ingrid Vollnhofer
Matt Wagoner
Pamela Walker
Anne Watkins & Sterling Grogan
John Watson-Jones  
Claire & Steven Weiner, 
 in memory of Rob Feldman
Jim & Amy Weyhrauch
Hanneke & Terrell White
Hedi & Thomas White
Lauren Whitehurst
Steve Wilson
Mark Winne
Ellen Wittman, in memory of Dale Ball
Eli Yasek
Marilyn Yeamans

Friend ($1 - $99)
Anonymous (5)
Anonymous, in honor of Linda Jordan
Anonymous, in honor of Carlyn Fanning
Irina Aeby
Elizabeth Allen
Roeliff Annon
Carol Anthony, in honor of Connie Bright
Susan Arkell
Diane Armitage
Hope Atterbury
Irene Ayala
Sam & Rita Baca
Jamie Bair
Kerry Baldwin
Madison Barnard
Renee Barrera
Beth & Marc Barreras
Lin Bartucca
Nancy Bearg
Dr. Dorothy Beatty & Larry Glover
Gayla Bechtol
Denise Betesh, in memory of Richard Barr
Mark & Sandra Blakeslee
Margaret Blissell
Deborah Boldt
Brent Bonwell & Sally Wright
LaMerle Boyd & Frank Hoback
Ellen Bradbury Reid
Bob Brady
Tom Brimacombe & Lisa Lincoln
Susan Brockway-Hahn
Sam Brott
Dr. D. William & Carol Brown
Jim Bucklew
Mark Bundy
David & Hannah Burling
Jane Burns & David Gamble
Michael & Mary Jane Butler
Sally Butler
Chris & Carol Calvert
David Cantor
Elizabeth Carovillano
Diane Case, in memory of Richard Barr
Deborah Casillas
Michael Catanach

Volunteers on the Chili Line.
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Carolyn Chapin
Cheryl Charles
Margo Chavez-Charles & John Reeder
Maxine Chelini
Janie Chodosh
Joseph & Ronnie Cohen
Barbara Conroy
Douglas Conwell
David Cook
Susan & Chuck Cover
Paul Daniello
Joe Day
Dianna Delling
Suzanna Denison
Jan Denton & John Andrews
Mary-Charlotte Domandi,  
 in memory of Charmay Allred
Alice Dorshow
Kevin Doyle
Billie Driscoll
Susan Dunshee
Doug Eady & Dwayne Trujillo
Doug Earp
Mike EauClaire
Deanna Einspahr
Laura Einstein
Jon & Abeer Evaldson
Alanna Faust
Ellyn Feldman, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Fire and Hops
Kristina Fisher & Phil Carter
Barbara Fix
Tannis Fox
Ted Freedman & Lorraine Palmer
Suzette Fronk
Judith Gabriele
Sanford Gaines
Kelly Gwendolyn Gallagher & Don Krier
Jake Gallegos
Victoria Garcia
Joe & Anita Ginocchio
George Ginsberg & Shelly Bailey
Ariella Gintzler
John & Tammi Goede, in honor of Bret Luboyeski
Kathie Gonick
Robert Griego
Daniel & Lynette Guevara
Sarah Gustafson
Janis Guter
Teri Hackler
Richard Halvorson
David Hansen
Micaela Harris
Barbara Hays. in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Bev Hedin
Kris Herbst
Amanda Hill
Beth Hilliard, in memory of Richard Barr
Brad & Kathleen Holian
Claudia & James Horn
Timothy Hornig
Kenneth Howard & Maxine McBrinn
Ken Hughes & Ellen Kemper
Jill Hutchinson-Bass & Gary Bass
IBM Corporation
Patti Jenkins
Brenda & Michael Jerome
Angela Juranek
Marjorie Kamine
Diane Karp
Dr. Sue Katz
Jane Kauvar

Linda & William Kelley
Robert & Mireille Kirmse
Dan Knobeloch
Jamie & Nene Koch
Howard Korder & Lois Taylor
Kathy & Randy Kubes
La Casa Sena Wine Shop
Gail Larsen
Michael Last & Batsheva Fenster
Kirsten Lear & Robert Tweten
Jennifer Leighton
Fred & Patti Libby
Maurice & Virginia Lierz
Ross Lockridge & Ann Murray
Ann LoPresti
Marc Lowry
Barbara Lynn
Andrew Lyons
James & Marilynn Machin
Norman & Susan MacLeod
James Mafchir
Leonard Magnus
Desiree Maira
Mario Malvino
Peter Martin & Kristin Carlisle
Haywood & Patricia Martin,  
 in memory of Paige Pinnel
Kim Martinez
Brad Mason
Carla Mattix
Michael McGeary & Sherry Snyder
Matthew Meck
Sam Medford & Kristen Siemon
Nancy Meyers
Lorrey Muellenberg
Kathleen Murphy
Pilar Murray
Judith Naumburg & Stuart Bluestone
Nancy Neskauskas
Joanne Nichols
Deborah Notter
Nancy Noyes, in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Anthony Obregon
Maggie Odell & Linda Zingle
Ginny Olcott
Margaret & John O'Toole
Lois Owens
John Parker
Jennifer Parks & Grove Burnett
Mary Partlow
Mary Peterman, in memory of Richard Barr
Kierstan Pickens
Bob & Pam Pierce, in memory of Charmay Allred
Ellen Pope
Ulrike Porat
Katy Power, in memory of Richard Barr
Brenda Priddy
Heather Prochorchik
Rail Sales
Robert Reifel
Helena Ribe
Shelly Richmond
John Robertson
Jim & Brenda Robillard
Gregg Robinson
Tim Rogers & Yvette Fields
Dorothy Rogers
Rosemary Romero
Dennis Romero
Cecilia Rosacker
Susan Rosenbaum
Patsie Ross

Pamela Roy
Joyce Rubinfeld
Gail Samota & Hall Acuff
Maddie Samuel
Fen & JoAnn Sartorius
Jill Savage
Thomas Scalf
Jean Schaumburg
Jeannette Scott
Vickie Sewing
Edward Shapero
Alan Shapiro
Holland & Julie Shepherd
Debi Shoemaker
Judith Shotwell
Denise Shreeve
Rich Siemer & Tanya Trujillo
Joanne Smogor
Diane Smogor
Virginia Snowden
Beverley Spears & Philip Crump
Susan Spinell & David Ehrman
Richard & Lynne Spivey,  
 in memory of Daniel T. "Bud" Kelly
Patricia Stanley
Betsy Starr
Patty Stevens
Scott Strickland
Signe Stuart
Dezbah Stumpff
Linda Stumpff
David & Barbara Sussman
F. Scott Swearingen
Kimberley Sweet
William Swift
Rae Taylor
Robert Trout
Robert Tucker & Judith Seltzer
Josephine & Bernard van der Hoeven
Catherine & John Veilleux
Nickolas Viau
Violet Crown Cinema
Wendy Volkmann
Dirk Wales
Victoria Wall
Irene Webb
Phyllis Weiland
Penny Weingarten
Devrin Weiss
Robert & Glee Wenzel
Elizabeth West
Jane Wetzel
Brooks White
Richard & Kim White
John & Catherine Willett
Theodore Williamson
Brad Wilson
Jo Wilson
William Wirtel
Arnold & Virginia Wise
Nancy Woodward
Mara Yarbrough
Ann Yeomans

* *  *
We strive for accuracy. If we have overlooked 

your gift, please let us know.

Santa Fe Conservation Trust 2020 Donors (continued)
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Margaret Alexander
Diane Armitage
Ella Attlesey
Kyler Axtell
Kayson Axtell
Pippa Barrett
Gary Bass
Jenny Blackmore
Brent Bonwell
Carly Bonwell
Pat Brown
Jeff Brush
Doug Campbell
Rosie Chapman
Finnean Cherry
John Clum
Doug Eady
Jack Elling

Rose Farley
Jeffrey Gallegos
Ray Galley
Linda Giannotta
Deb Grieco
Anna Hargreaves
Jocelyn Harimon
Kenneth Howard
Jill Hutchinson-Bass
Indigie Femme
Benjamin Johnson
Clara Jones
Judith Kilpatrick
Kyle Klain
Kim Klain
Helga Klepp
Max Klepp
Daniel Knoblauch

Jono Manson
Michael Martinez
Sue McKelvey
Lorrey  Muellenberg
Lara Prestinary
BC Rimbeaux
Breece Robertson
Jim Robillard
Nick Rogers
Clare Rogers
Jay Sessions
Linda Siegle
Elie Sussman
Robert Trout
Nick Viau
Renee Villarreal
Andrew Wilder
Leonard Winters

Santa Fe Conservation Trust 2020 Volunteers

Atalaya Platinum
Century Bank

Gallagher Insurance
Hutton Broadcasting

Galisteo Basin Gold
David & Pam Fleischaker

JenkinsGavin
Josh Brown, MD

Jerry Meyer & Nina Zingale
Minerva Canna

Railyard Urgent Care
Tumbleroot Brewery & Distillery

Sun Mountain Silver
Allegra Print & Imaging

Bristol Family Law
City Different Dentistry

Julie Martinez, MD & Patrick Samora, MD
Landseer Management

RKW Enterprises - Auction Support
Rothstein Donatelli LLP

The Running Hub
Santa Fe Prep

Santa Fe Properties
Santa Fe Reporter

Santa Fe Title
The Simons Firm LLP

Southwest Care Center
Strogard Enterprises

Taos Ski Valley
Ulrich Investment Consultants

Arroyo Hondo Bronze
Academy for the Love of Learning

The Broken Spoke
Fire & Hops

Sean Gallagher, Morgan Stanley
Integration Therapy LLC
La Fonda on the Plaza

Land of Enchantment Guides
Mountain Kids!

Neptune Fish Jerky
Positive Energy Solar
Santa Fe Endodontics 

Santa Fe Family & Functional Medicine
Santa Fe Film Office
Santa Fe Sage Inn

Second Street Brewery
TechSource

Karen Wolfe-Mattison,  
Sotheby’s International Realty

Thank You 2020 Sponsors!

To All Our Volunteers:  THANK YOU!
2020 was a tough year for volunteers to help us, since we were all working 
from home and had to limit our numbers, stay six feet apart and wear masks.  
But many of you were there for us, working on the trails, participating in zoom 
meetings to organize our virtual annual event, and helping to get VAMONOS 
up and running again.  We truly could not do our work without you!

Vámonos Santa Fe Walks Collaborative
Victoria Martinez & Pam Plaza, Brookdale Senior Living Solutions

Alondra Hernandez, La Familia Medical Center
Sue Perry, City of Santa Fe

Mary Ellen Richardson, Community Representative
Julie Ingram & Lauren Henry, Big Brothers/Big Sisters

Albert Chavez, City of Santa Fe
Desiree Valdez & Amy Sandoval, NM Dept of Public Health

Sue Cossman & Judy Henry, AARP

2020 Community Conservation Celebration Event Committee

2021 Conservation Homestead Erosion Control Volunteers

Connie Bright
Nancy Cook
Jacqueline Hartley

Elaine Jenkins
Beth Kirby
Sarah Noss

Mary Ellen Richardson
Joanne Smogor
Pam Walker

Ian Aeby
Irina Aeby
Don Begley
Luisa Benton
Brent Bonwell
Lisa Bowdey
David Brenner
Athena Cholas
Nancy Cook
Carlos Diaz

Carl Gable
Beverly Gholson
Pamina Haddock
Anna Hargreaves
Paul Hewitt
Kenneth Howard
Tracy Hughes
Jan-Willem Jansens
Patti Jenkins
Marina Kellogg

Judith Kilpatrick
Kitty Leaken
Sue McKelvey
Guthrie Miller
Lorrey Muellenberg
Shay Namchak
Ginny Olcott
Dan Potter
Joanna Prukop
Alexandra Schott

Rich Schraeder
Sarah Smith
George Strickland
Robert Trout
Annijka Wade
Kimiora Ward
Al Webster
Arnold  Wise
Ashlee Wolf
Sarah Wood

Erosion control volunteers and staff at the Conservation Homestead in June, 2021.
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Get Your Tickets Now for Two SFCT Events, Sure to Entertain and Inspire You!

Community Conservation Celebration  
August 26th, 2021

OUR ANNUAL PARTY IS VIRTUAL AGAIN!

Take part online in the comfort of your home.
Nature needs us, and this celebration features  

local action and solutions!
Get your $5 access pass or deepen your support  

with a meal or wine package.

sfct.org/events/ccc
NOTE: The surging delta variant means we will NOT  

offer the option of gathering at the Violet Crown.

Banff Mountain Film Festival 
September 7th & 8th, 2021

Watch Banff on a HUGE screen at the  
Motorama drive-in at The Downs Santa Fe!

Enjoy NEW films from the Banff Centre  
Mountain World Tour. 

For more information, visit:

sfct.org/events/banff-mountain-film-festival


